
  

  History Curriculum 



  

History Curriculum - Overview 

Why Teach History? 

History allows us to understand our past, which in turn allows us to understand our present. By studying History, we are able to identify 

changes and developments, encouraging understanding of why certain events happened and therefore helping pupils to consider the 

outcomes and consequences of theirs and others’ choices and actions.  

At Saint Anne’s, pupils makes progress in History through building their knowledge of the past and of how historians study the past. Children 

gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and the wider world. They also learn about abstract historical concepts like 

parliament, democracy and empire through meaningful examples and repeated encounters in different contexts throughout our curriculum. 

Substantive & Disciplinary 

Knowledge 

Substantive knowledge is knowledge 

of the past and historical facts and 

Disciplinary knowledge is knowledge 

about how historians investigate the 

past, and how they construct historical 

claims, arguments and accounts. Our 

curriculum enables children to develop 

both types of knowledge. 



 

 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Who were Florence Nightingale and 

Mary Seacole? 

 

 

 

Would my Great Grandparents play with 

toys like mine? 

 

 

How did Queen Elizabeth II keep her-

self busy for over 90 years? 

 

 

Spring 1 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Why did the Wright Brother and Amy 

Johnson take to the sky? 

What was it like to live under the rule of 

Queen Elizabeth II? Would I like to have 

lived under the rule of Queen Elizabeth I?  

What was The Great Fire of London 

and why did it spread so quickly?  

 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 

What was the Titanic and why was it 

so important? 

What was so important about Neil Arm-

strong and Christopher Columbus’ jour-

neys? 

What is our school made of? 

History Enquiry Questions 

Yellow 

Class 

 

 

Green 

Class 

Blue 

Class 



 

 

Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

What were the changes in Britain 

from The Stone Age to The Iron Age? 

 

 

 

What can I rediscover about Ancient 

Greece? 

 

 

How did the Victorian period change 

Oldham and what does this mean for 

me? 

 

 

Spring 1 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Why were the Romans so powerful 

and what did we learn from them?  

 Who were the founding fathers of our 

school and how is their vision still alive 

today? 

Who were the early lawmakers? 

 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 

Why should gunpowder, treason and 

plot never be forgotten?  

Who were the Anglo-Saxons? How can we re-discover ancient 

Egypt? 

History Overview 

Orange 

Class 

 

 

Lime 

Class 

Lilac 

Class 

History Enquiry Questions 



 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

Were the Vikings always so Vicious 

and Victorious?  

 

 

 

How did Great Britain stand firm against 

the German threat? 

 

 

Who were the Mayans and what can 

we learn from them? 

 

 

History Overview 

Summer 1 

 

Turquoise 

Class 

 

 

Purple 

Class 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 2 

What if Great Britain had never been 

invaded? 

 

 

 

Why was the Islamic Civilization around 

AD900 known as ‘The Golden Age’? 

 

 

How has crime and punishment 

changed over the years? 

 

 

Why should Britain be ashamed of slavery?  

History Enquiry Questions 



 

 

Yellow Class Enquiry Questions & Weekly Questions 
Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 2 

The lives of significant Individuals Changes within living memory The lives of significant individuals 

Who were Florence Nightingale and Mary Sea-

cole? 

Would my Great Grandparents play with toys like 

mine? 

How did Queen Elizabeth II keep herself 

busy for over 90 years? 

Key Questions Key Questions Key Questions 

Why is Florence Nightingale remembered today 

and what did she do in her life? 

Why do you think Florence was brave when she 

went to the Crimea? 

What did Florence do to help the soldiers and 

what did people think of her? 

What were the most important things Florence did 

in her life? 

Who is Mary Seacole and was she like Florence? 

How should we remember Florence Nightingale 

and Mary Seacole? 

What are our favourite toys now? 

What was on Great Grandma and Grandad’s birthday 

list? 

Would my grandparents have bought toys over the 

internet when they were children? 

What do toys from the 1960s look like? 

Do you prefer toys from the 1960s or now? 

What would your birthday have been like without the 

internet or electricity? 

Who was Queen Elizabeth II? 

What was it like when Queen Elizabeth II was 

a child? 

What have Royal weddings been like over the 

years? 

When and why did Queen Elizabeth II become 

the queen? 

What did Queen Elizabeth II do during the first 

35 years of her 70 year reign? 

What did Queen Elizabeth II do during the last 

35 years of her 70 year reign? 

 

 

 



 

 

Yellow Class - Spring 1 

Enquiry Question - Who were Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Reception Expectations: 

Children talk about past and present events in 

their own life and in the lives of family mem-

bers. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to use words and time 

phrases like: old, new, a long time ago, be-

fore, after, now, then, today, tomorrow, yes-

terday 

 

 

 

Reception Expectations: 

Children make observations of animals and 

plants and explain why some things occur, and 

talk about changes. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know that some people/famous peo-

ple have helped our lives be better today. 

Reception Expectations: 

Children look closely at similarities, differ-

ences, patterns and change. 

Children make observations of animals and 

plants and explain why some things occur, 

and talk about changes. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to identify ways in which 

the past is represented i.e. ask and answer 

questions about old and new objects, extract 

information from a range of sources. 

Children know that not all sources of infor-

mation answer the same questions.  



 

 

Yellow Class - Spring 2 

Enquiry Question - Would my Great Grandparents play with toys like mine? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Reception Expectations: 

Children talk about past and present events in 

their own life and in the lives of family mem-

bers. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know that some objects belonged to 

the past. 

Children know how to use a simple timeline to 

sequence processes, events and objects with-

in their own experience e.g. something very 

old, old and new. 

Children know how to put up to three objects 

in chronological order (recent history). 

Children know how to use words and time 

phrases like: old, new, a long time ago, be-

fore, after, now, then, today, tomorrow, yes-

terday. 

Reception Expectations: 

Children make observations of animals and 

plants and explain why some things occur, and 

talk about changes. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to identify the main differ-

ences between old and new objects. 

Children know how to identify objects from the 

past, describe the main features and say what 

they were used for. 

Children know how to give examples of objects 

and events that are different in their life from 

that of their grandparents when they were 

young. 

Reception Expectations: 

Children look closely at similarities, differ-

ences, patterns and change. 

Children make observations of animals and 

plants and explain why some things occur, 

and talk about changes. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children can find out something about the 

past by talking to an older person. 

Children know how to spot old and new 

things in a picture. 

Children know that not all sources of infor-

mation answer the same questions. 



 

 

Yellow Class - Summer 2 

Enquiry Question - How did Queen Elizabeth II keep herself busy for over 90 years? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Reception Expectations: 

Children talk about past and present events in  

their own life and in the lives of family mem-

bers. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to use a simple timeline to 

sequence processes, events and objects with-

in their own experience e.g. something very 

old, old and new. 

Children know how to retell parts of history 

using beginning, middle and end. 

Children know how to use words and time 

phrases like: old, new, a long time ago, be-

fore, after, now, then, today, tomorrow, yes-

terday 

Reception Expectations: 

Children make observations of animals and 

plants and explain why some things occur, and 

talk about changes. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children ask and answer questions using and 

comparing sources: books, photographs, vide-

os etc. 

Children know how to give more than one rea-

son for an event in a simple context. 

Children know that we had a queen who ruled 

us and that Britain has had a king or queen for 

many years. 

Reception Expectations: 

Children look closely at similarities, differ-

ences, patterns and change. 

Children make observations of animals and 

plants and explain why some things occur, 

and talk about changes. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to gather ideas from a 

few simple sources when building up their 

understanding of what The Queen has done 

in the past. 



 

 

Green Class Enquiry Questions & Weekly Questions 
Spring 1 Summer 1 Summer 2 

The lives of significant Individuals 
Significant historical events, people and places 

The lives of significant individuals 

Events beyond living memory 

Changes within living memory 

Why did the Wright Brother and Amy Johnson 

take to the sky? 

What was it like to live under the rule of Queen 

Elizabeth II? Would I like to have lived under the 

What was The Great Fire of London and 

why did it spread so quickly?  

Key Questions Key Questions Key Questions 

Why do you think Amy Johnson was famous? 

How did Amy the secretary end up being the first 

woman to fly to Australia and why was this diffi-

cult? 

How did people react to Amy Johnson’s famous 

flight and how did things change for her after the 

famous flight? 

How can we solve the mystery of what happened 

to Amy Johnson? 

What do you think the Wright brothers did to make 

them famous? 

How did the Wright brothers manage to be the first 

to launch a man powered flight?  

Why did the Wright brothers succeed where others 

had failed and how should they be remembered? 

How did flight change as a result of the Wright 

Brothers’ work?  

Who was Queen Elizabeth II and when did her reign 

begin?  

What did Queen Elizabeth II do for our country? 

Who was Queen Elizabeth I and when did her reign 

begin?  

What was life like during the reign of Queen Elizabeth 

I? 

What was life like for children during the reign of 

Queen Elizabeth I? 

Would I prefer to live under the rule of Queen Eliza-

beth I or II? 

When was the Great fire of London?  

How did the fire start? 

Why did the fire spread so quickly?  

Who was King Charles and why did people 

listen to him? 

How did they try to stop the fire and how 

would we stop it if it happened today? 

How did things change after the Great Fire of 

London? 

 

 

 



 

 

Green Class - Spring 1 

Enquiry Question - Why did the Wright Brother and Amy Johnson take to the sky? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to use a simple timeline to se-

quence processes, events and objects within their own 

experience e.g. something very old, old and new. 

Children know that some objects belonged to the past. 

Children know how to put up to three objects in chrono-

logical order (recent history). 

Children know how to use words and time phrases like: 

old, new, a long time ago, before, after, now, then, to-

day, tomorrow, yesterday. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to use a timeline sequence a set of 

events in chronological order and give reasons for their 

order. 

Children know how to use dates to describe events in 

time. 

Children know how to use phrases such as past, pre-

sent, long ago, decade, when my grandma was young, 

over 100 years ago to show their understanding of 

chronology. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know that some people/famous people 

have helped our lives be better today. 

Children know how to identify the main differences 

between old and new objects. 

Children know how to identify objects from the 

past, describe the main features and say what they 

were used for. 

Children ask and answer questions using and com-

paring sources: books, photographs, videos etc. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to recount some interesting 

facts from an historical event. 

Children know how to recount the life of someone 

famous from Britain and those outside the UK who 

lived in the past, explaining why they acted the way 

they did and giving attention to what they did earlier 

and what they did later, explaining the consequenc-

es of their actions. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to spot old and new things in a 

picture. 

Children know that not all sources of information an-

swer the same questions. 

Children know how to identify ways in which the past 

is represented i.e. ask and answer questions about 

old and new objects, extract information from a range 

of sources. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children can answer questions by using a specific 

source, such as an information book. 

Children know how to research the life of a famous 

Briton or famous event (including why some events 

repeat now) from the past using different resources to 

help them. 



 

 

Green Class - Summer 1 

Enquiry Question - What was it like to live under the rule of Queen Elizabeth II?  

Would I like to have lived under the rule of Queen Elizabeth I?  

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to use a simple timeline to se-

quence processes, events and objects within their own 

experience e.g. something very old, old and new. 

Children know that some objects belonged to the past. 

Children know how to put up to three objects in chrono-

logical order (recent history). 

Children know how to use words and time phrases like: 

old, new, a long time ago, before, after, now, then, to-

day, tomorrow, yesterday. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to use a timeline sequence a set of 

events in chronological order and give reasons for their 

order. 

Children know how to use dates to describe events in 

time. 

Children know how to use phrases such as past, pre-

sent, long ago, decade, when my grandma was young, 

over 100 years ago to show their understanding of 

chronology. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know that we had a queen who ruled us and 

that Britain has had a king or queen for many years. 

Children know how to identify the main differences be-

tween old and new objects. 

Children know how to identify objects from the past, de-

scribe the main features and say what they were used 

for. 

Children ask and answer questions using and compar-

ing sources: books, photographs, videos etc. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know that not everyone in history had the same 

experiences and that there are different versions of real 

historical situations. 

Children know how to make deductions about artefacts, 

spotting clues to function and use and can talk about, for 

example: how toys from the past would have been used, 

possibly through simple role play. 

Children show understanding of the concept of change 

and can offer reasons why simple changes occur. 

Whenever pupils study a theme, they should be compar-

ing not just 'then' and 'now' but ‘then’ with another ‘then’. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to spot old and new things in a 

picture. 

Children can find out something about the past by 

talking to an older person. 

Children know how to describe how features of life 

today, such as holidays, differ from those of Victorian 

times. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to research the life of a famous 

Briton or famous event (including why some events 

repeat now) from the past using different resources to 

help them. 



 

 

Green Class - Summer 2 

Enquiry Question - What was The Great Fire of London and why did it spread so quickly? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to use a simple timeline to se-

quence processes, events and objects within their own 

experience e.g. something very old, old and new. 

Children know how to retell parts of history using begin-

ning, middle, and end. 

Children know how to use words and time phrases like: 

old, new, a long time ago, before, after, now, then, to-

day, tomorrow, yesterday. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to use a timeline sequence a set of 

events in chronological order and give reasons for their 

order. 

Children know sequence parts of more complex peri-

ods of history. 

Children know how to use dates to describe events in 

time. 

Children know how to use phrases such as past, pre-

sent, long ago, decade, when my grandma was young, 

over 100 years ago to show their understanding of 

chronology. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know how to give more than one reason for an 

event in a simple context e.g. why the Great Fire spread. 

Children ask and answer questions using and compar-

ing sources: books, photographs, videos etc. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to recount some interesting facts 

from an historical event. 

Children know how to give a clear explanation or an im-

portant event, offering two or three reasons why an even 

took place. 

Children spot the differences between sources and 

come to a conclusion as to the most common view. 

Year 1 Expectations: 

Children know that not all sources of information an-

swer the same questions. 

Children know how to gather ideas from a few simple 

sources when building up their understanding of why 

the Great Fire spread so quickly. 

Children know how to identify ways in which the past 

is represented i.e. ask and answer questions about 

old and new objects, extract information from a range 

of sources. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children can answer questions by using a specific 

source, such as an information book. 

Children know how to make deductions from photo-

graphs, going beyond the literal and what can be 

seen. 

Children know that there are potential weaknesses in 

some sources such as eyewitness accounts. 



 

 

Blue Class Enquiry Questions & Weekly Questions 
Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 

Events beyond living memory 
The lives of significant individuals and compari-

sons between periods of time 

Significant historical events, people and 

places in their own locality 

What was the Titanic and why was it so im-

portant? 

What was so important about Neil Armstrong and 

Christopher Columbus’ journeys? 
What is our school made of? 

Key Questions Key Questions Key Questions 

What do we already know about The Titanic and 

what can I work out from evidence presented? 

Can I order the events that led to the sinking of 

The Titanic on a timeline? 

What was so special about The Titanic and what 

was life on board like? 

Why and how did the unsinkable Titanic sink? 

Why were more people not saved from the Titan-

ic? 

How did they stop a disaster like that ever happen-

ing again? 

Can I make a timeline of Neil Armstrong’s life? 

Can I sequence events of the moon landing and ex-

plain what happened? 

Can I think about why astronauts risk their lives to go 

to the moon? 

Can I make a timeline of Christopher Columbus’ life? 

Can I investigate and explain the journeys Christopher 

Columbus went on and why they were so significant? 

Can I compare the journeys of Neil Armstrong and 

Christopher Columbus? 

Can I investigate whether these kinds of journeys and 

explorations continue today? 

Can I use sources of evidence to explain how 

the local area has changed over the years? 

Can I find important dates form around school 

to understand its history? 

Can I find important dates and signs of herit-

age form around in the local area? 

Can I ask other people what life was like at my 

school and in my local area when they were 

young? 

Can I give a clear explanation why school was 

built offering two or three reasons why it hap-

pened? 

Can I find out what a day at our school was 

like 100 years ago compared to now? 

 

 

 



 

 

Blue Class - Autumn 2 

Enquiry Question - What was the Titanic and why was it so important? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to use dates to describe 

events in time. 

Children know sequence parts of more com-

plex periods of history. 

Children know how to use phrases such as 

past, present, long ago, decade, when my 

grandma was young, over 100 years ago to 

show their understanding of chronology. 

Children know how to use a timeline se-

quence a set of events in chronological order 

and give reasons for their order. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children spot the differences between sources 

and come to a conclusion as to the most com-

mon view. 

Children know how to give a clear explanation 

or an important event, offering two or three 

reasons why an even took place. 

Children know how to recount some interesting 

facts from an historical event. 

Children know that not everyone in history had 

the same experiences and that there are differ-

ent versions of real historical situations.  

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know that there are potential weak-

nesses in some sources such as eyewitness 

accounts. 

Children know how to make deductions from 

photographs, going beyond the literal and 

what can be seen. 

Children can answer questions by using a 

specific source, such as an information book. 



 

 

Blue Class - Spring 1 

Enquiry Question - What was so important about Neil Armstrong and  

Christopher Columbus’ journeys? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to use dates to describe 

events in time. 

Children know sequence parts of more com-

plex periods of history. 

Children know how to use phrases such as 

past, present, long ago, decade, when my 

grandma was young, over 100 years ago to 

show their understanding of chronology. 

Children know how to use a timeline se-

quence a set of events in chronological order 

and give reasons for their order. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to recount the life of some-

one famous from Britain and those outside the 

UK who lived in the past, explaining why they 

acted the way they did and giving attention to 

what they did earlier and what they did later, 

explaining the consequences of their actions. 

Children spot the differences between sources 

and come to a conclusion as to the most com-

mon view. 

Children know how to recount some interesting 

facts from an historical event. 

Children show understanding of the concept of 

change and can offer reasons why simple 

changes occur. Whenever pupils study a 

theme, they should be comparing not just 'then' 

and 'now' but ‘then’ with another ‘then’. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know that there are potential weak-

nesses in some sources such as eyewitness 

accounts. 

Children know how to research the life of a 

famous Briton or famous event (including 

why some events repeat now) from the past 

using different resources to help them. 

Children can answer questions by using a 

specific source, such as an information book. 



 

 

Blue Class - Spring 2 

Enquiry Question - What is our school made of? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to use dates to describe 

events in time. 

Children know sequence parts of more com-

plex periods of history. 

Children know how to use phrases such as 

past, present, long ago, decade, when my 

grandma was young, over 100 years ago to 

show their understanding of chronology. 

Children know how to use a timeline se-

quence a set of events in chronological order 

and give reasons for their order. 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to make deductions about 

artefacts, spotting clues. 

Children know how to give a clear explanation 

or an important event, offering two or three 

reasons why an event took place. 

Children know how to explain how their local 

area was different in the past. 

 

Year 2 Expectations: 

Children know how to make deductions from 

photographs, going beyond the literal and 

what can be seen. 



 

 

Orange Class Enquiry Questions & Weekly Questions 
Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age 

Overview Unit End: The Romans 

Ancient Greece - A study of Greek life and 

achievements and their influence on the western 

world 

A local history study 

What were the changes in Britain from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age? 
What can I rediscover about Ancient Greece? 

How did the Victorian period change Old-

ham and what does this mean for me? 

Key Questions Key Questions Key Questions 

Was Stone Age man simply a hunter and gatherer, 

concerned only with survival? 

How different was life in the Stone Age when man 

started to farm? 

What can we learn about life in the Stone Age 

from a study of Skara Brae? 

Why is it so difficult to work out why Stonehenge 

was built? 

How much did life really change during the Iron 

Age and how can we possibly know? 

Can I solve the mystery of the 52 skeletons? 

 

Overview Unit End Question 

Who were The Romans and what did they do? 

How can we possibly know so much about the Ancient 

Greeks who lived over 2,500 years ago?  

What was life in Athens like in Ancient Greece? 

What was life in Sparta like in Ancient Greece? 

What were the religious beliefs of Ancient Greeks? 

What can we tell about the Ancient Greeks from their 

interest in the theatre and festivals like the Olympics?  

What were the main features of Ancient Greek culture 

and has it lasted? 

In what ways have the Ancient Greeks influenced our 

lives today? 

What and when were the Victorian times? 

How did Victorian education change children’s 

lives in Oldham today? 

How did work in Victorian Oldham change the 

town? 

What happened to work when the cotton in-

dustry stopped? 

How did Victorian transport change Oldham? 

How did Victorian inventions change Oldham? 

 

 



 

 

Orange Class - Autumn 1 

Enquiry Question - What were the changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know how to use words which mark the 

passing of time’ e.g. moving from words such as 

‘before’ and ‘after’ to AD, BC, century, Stone Age 

etc. 

Children know how to use a timeline within a spe-

cific time in history to set out the order things may 

have happened. 

Children know how to spot anachronisms from the 

period studied compared with today.  

Children know how to accurately sequence events 

in a historical narrative, e.g. Boudicca’s revolt.  

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know that the early Brits would not have 

communicated as we do or have eaten as we do. 

Children know what life would have been like for 

the early settlers and why certain events happened 

as they did in history. 

Children know how Britain changed between the 

beginning of the stone age and the iron age. 

Children show an understanding of the main ideas 

associated with periods studied. 

Children know how to identify differences between 

versions of the same event. 

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know the part that archaeologists have 

had in helping us understand more about what 

happened in the past. 

Children know how to use various sources of evi-

dence to answer questions. 

Children know how to research a specific event 

from the past to then write about this in simple 

and accurate, sequenced, sentences when nar-

rating what happened. 

Children use evidence to build up a picture of a 

past event, asking and answering a variety of 

questions containing some period-specific refer-

ences.  

Children can show understanding through oral 

answers and recording devices such as speech 

bubbles, annotations and recounts. 

Children can initiate an enquiry from a purposeful 

visit or an artefact.   



 

 

Orange Class - Spring 1 

Enquiry Question - What can I rediscover about Ancient Greece? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know how to use words which mark 

the passing of time’ e.g. moving from words 

such as ‘before’ and ‘after’ to AD, BC, centu-

ry, Stone Age etc. 

Children know how to use a timeline within a 

specific time in history to set out the order 

things may have happened. 

Children know how to spot anachronisms 

from the period studied compared with today.  

Children know how to accurately sequence 

events in a historical narrative, e.g. Boudic-

ca’s revolt.  

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know why certain events happened 

as they did in history. 

Children show an understanding of the main 

ideas associated with periods studied. 

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know the part that archaeologists 

have had in helping us understand more 

about what happened in the past. 

Children know how to use various sources of 

evidence to answer questions. 

Children use evidence to build up a picture of 

a past event, asking and answering a variety 

of questions containing some period-specific 

references.  

Children can show understanding through 

oral answers and recording devices such as 

speech bubbles, annotations and recounts. 

Children can initiate an enquiry from a pur-

poseful visit or an artefact.   



 

 

Orange Class - Summer 1 

Enquiry Question - How did the Victorian period change Oldham  

and what does this mean for me? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know how to use words which mark 

the passing of time’ e.g. moving from words 

such as ‘before’ and ‘after’ to AD, BC, centu-

ry, Stone Age etc. 

Children know how to use a timeline within a 

specific time in history to set out the order 

things may have happened. 

Children know how to accurately sequence 

events in a historical narrative, e.g. Boudic-

ca’s revolt.  

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know why certain events happened 

as they did in history. 

Children show an understanding of the main 

ideas associated with periods studied. 

Children know how the lives of wealthy people 

were different from the lives of poorer people 

during this time. 

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know how to use various sources of 

evidence to answer questions. 

Children know how to research a specific 

event from the past to then write about this in 

simple and accurate, sequenced, sentences 

when narrating what happened. 

Children can show understanding through 

oral answers and recording devices such as 

speech bubbles, annotations and recounts. 

Children can initiate an enquiry from a pur-

poseful visit or an artefact.   



 

 

Lime Class Enquiry Questions & Weekly Questions 
Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 2 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

 Overview Unit Start: The Stone Age 
A local history study 

A study of an aspect or theme in British 

history beyond 1066 

Why were the Romans so powerful and what 

did we learn from them? 

Who were the founding fathers of our school and 

how is their vision still alive today? 
Who were the early lawmakers? 

Key Questions Key Questions Key Questions 

Why did Claudius want Britain?  

Would you take on the Roman Army? 

What was so special about Boudicca? 

How were the Romans able to keep hold of such a 

vast empire? 

What were the features of a Roman town? 

How did a 400 year empire suddenly come to an 

end? 

What have the Romans ever done for us? 

 

Overview Unit Start Question 

What and when was The Stone Age? 

What was life like in Royton and Britain in 1916? 

Who had the idea to build our school and why did they 

have it? How did the Founding Fathers get the sup-

port they needed to build in 1914? 

Why did they chose this site and what was here be-

fore it? 

What clues are there around school? 

Would I have liked to go to our school 100 years ago? 

Which monarchs have significantly affected 

law and order throughout the years? 

Who was King John and why did the barons 

rebel against him? 

What was The Magna Carta and did it solve 

any problems? 

How did The Magna Carta affect the feudal 

system? 

How has The Magna Carta helped shaped our 

lives today? 



 

 

Lime Class - Autumn 1 

Enquiry Question - Why were the Romans so powerful and what did we learn from them? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know how to use words which mark the passing of 

time’ e.g. moving from words such as ‘before’ and ‘after’ to 

AD, BC, century, Stone Age etc. 

Children know how to use a timeline within a specific time in 

history to set out the order things may have happened. 

Children know how to accurately sequence events in a histor-

ical narrative, e.g. Boudicca’s revolt.  

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to describe events from the past using 

dates when they happened. 

Children know how to describe events and talk about periods 

using the words: ancient and century. 

Children know how to use a timeline to describe a specific 

time and events from the past using dates, duration and inter-

vals for when things happened  

Children know how to recognise and quantify the different 

time periods that exists between different groups that invaded 

Britain. 

Children know how Britain changed from one period of history 

to the end of another e.g. The Iron Age to the end of the Ro-

man occupation.  

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know that the early Brits would not have communicat-

ed as we do or have eaten as we do. 

Children know what life would have been like for the early set-

tlers and why certain events happened as they did in history. 

Children have an overview of how Britain changed between 

the beginning of the stone age and the iron age. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know that Britain has been invaded by different 

groups over time. 

Children know that invaders in the past would have fought 

fiercely, using hand to hand combat and how there would have 

been resistance against invasions. 

Children know why certain events happened as they did in 

history and why certain people acted as they did in history. 

Children know how events from the past have helped shape 

our lives. 

Children know why Britain would have been an important 

country to have invaded and conquered.  

Children know about famous figures from historical periods 

taught. 

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know the part that archaeologists have had in help-

ing us understand more about what happened in the past. 

Children know how to use various sources of evidence to 

answer questions. 

Children know how to research a specific event from the 

past to then write about this in simple and accurate, se-

quenced, sentences when narrating what happened. 

Children use evidence to build up a picture of a past event, 

asking and answering a variety of questions containing 

some period-specific references.  

Children can show understanding through oral answers and 

recording devices such as speech bubbles, annotations and 

recounts. 

Children can initiate an enquiry from a purposeful visit or an 

artefact.   

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to use various sources to piece together 

information about a period in history. 

Children select and organise relevant historical information 

writing in explanatory mode, rather than descriptive but this 

tends to be mainly lists or unlinked ideas. 



 

 

Lime Class - Spring 1 

Enquiry Question - Who were the founding fathers of our school and  

how is their vision still alive today? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know how to use words which mark the pass-

ing of time’ e.g. moving from words such as ‘before’ 

and ‘after’ to AD, BC, century, Stone Age etc. 

Children know how to use a timeline within a specific 

time in history to set out the order things may have 

happened. 

Children know how to spot anachronisms from the peri-

od studied compared with today.  

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to describe events from the past 

using dates when they happened. 

Children know how to describe events and talk about 

periods using the words: ancient and century. 

Children know how to use a timeline to describe a spe-

cific time and events from the past using dates, dura-

tion and intervals for when things happened  

Children know how to confidently spot major anachro-
nisms from most periods studies compared with today.  

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children show an understanding of the main ideas asso-

ciated with periods studied. 

Children know how the lives of wealthy people were dif-

ferent from the lives of poorer people during this time. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know why certain events happened as they did 

in history. 

Children know why certain people acted as they did in 

history. 

Children know how events from the past have helped 

shape our lives. 

 

 

 

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know how to use various sources of evi-

dence to answer questions. 

Children can show understanding through oral an-

swers and recording devices such as speech bubbles, 

annotations and recounts. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to use various sources to piece 

together information about a period in history. 

Children know how to research what it was like for a 

child in a given period from the past and use photo-

graphs and illustrations to present their findings 

Children select and organise relevant historical infor-

mation writing in explanatory mode, rather than de-

scriptive but this tends to be mainly lists or unlinked 

ideas. 

 

 

 



 

 

Lime Class - Summer 2 

Enquiry Question - Who were the early lawmakers? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know how to use words which mark the passing of 

time’ e.g. moving from words such as ‘before’ and ‘after’ to 

AD, BC, century, Stone Age etc. 

Children know how to use a timeline within a specific time in 

history to set out the order things may have happened. 

Children know how to accurately sequence events in a histor-

ical narrative, e.g. Boudicca’s revolt.  

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to describe events from the past using 

dates when they happened. 

Children know how to describe events and talk about periods 

using the words: ancient and century. 

Children know how to use a timeline to describe a specific 

time and events from the past using dates, duration and inter-

vals for when things happened. 

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know why certain events happened as they did in 

history. 

Children show an understanding of the main ideas associated 

with periods studied. 

Children know how to identify differences between versions of 

the same event. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know why certain events happened as they did in 

history. 

Children know why certain people acted as they did in history. 

Children know how events from the past have helped shape 

our lives. 

Children know about famous figures from historical periods 

taught. 

 

 

 

Year 3 Expectations: 

Children know how to use various sources of evidence to 

answer questions. 

Children know how to research a specific event from the 

past to then write about this in simple and accurate, se-

quenced, sentences when narrating what happened. 

Children use evidence to build up a picture of a past event, 

asking and answering a variety of questions containing 

some period-specific references.  

Children can show understanding through oral answers and 

recording devices such as speech bubbles, annotations and 

recounts. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to use various sources to piece together 

information about a period in history. 

Children see that there are often different interpretations 

and we may have more than one version because the gaps 

in the evidence are so large they have to be filled by imagi-

native reconstruction. This is particularly true of events from 

the remote past e.g. We have no pictures showing what 

Boudicca really looked like so historians and artists work 

from written sources and come up with different views.  



 

 

Lilac Class Enquiry Questions & Weekly Questions 
Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 

A study of an aspect or theme in British 

history beyond 1066. 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 

Confessor 

Overview Unit Start: The Romans 

Ancient Egypt – A study of Egyptian life and 

achievements and their influence on the west-

ern world.   

Overview Unit Start: Ancients: Greece, Shang 

Dynasty, Sumer, Indus Valley 

Why should gunpowder, treason and plot 

never be forgotten? 
Who were the Anglo-Saxons? How can we re-discover ancient Egypt? 

Key Questions Key Questions Key Questions 

Who ruled Britain in the early 1600’s and what 

was life like under this rule? 

What was parliament like in the early 1600’s 

compared to now? 

Who were the Protestants and Catholics?  

Who was involved in The Gunpowder Plot and 

why? 

What was the conspirators’ plan and how suc-

cessful was it? 

What is treason and how did this play a part in 

the Gunpowder Plot?  

What is the real reason that we have Bonfire 

Night? 

Why did the Anglo-Saxon’s invade and how can we 

possibly know where they settled? 

What can I find out about Anglo-Saxon settlements? 

What does the ‘mystery of the empty grave’ tell us 

about Saxon Britain? 

How were the Saxons able to see off the Viking 

threat? 

Just how great was King Alfred really? 

Just how effective was Saxon justice? 

 

Overview Unit Start Question 

Who were The Romans and what did they do? 

What can we quickly find out to add to what we 

already know about Ancient Egypt? 

How can we discover what Ancient Egypt was like 

over 5000 years ago? 

What sources of evidence have survived and how 

were they discovered? 

What does the evidence tell us about everyday life 

for men, women and children? 

What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about life 

after death and how do we know? 

What did Ancient Egypt have in common with oth-

er civilisations from that time? 

 

Overview Unit Start Question 

What other ancients have there been? 



 

 

Lilac Class - Autumn 2 

Enquiry Question - Why should gunpowder, treason and plot never be forgotten? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to describe events from the past using 

dates when they happened. 

Children know how to describe events and talk about periods 

using the words: ancient and century. 

Children know how to use a timeline to describe a specific 

time and events from the past using dates, duration and inter-

vals for when things happened. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to securely use words which mark the 

passing of time: AD, BC, century, Roman, ancient, duration, 

chronology etc. 

Children know how to draw a timeline (including centuries) 

with different time periods outlined which show different infor-

mation, such as, periods of history, when famous people 

lived, etc. 

Children know how to build up a picture of what main events 

happened in Britain/ the world during different centuries.  

Children know how to use dates and historical language in 

their work using more sophisticated time markers within, as 

well as between periods, e.g. at the start of Victoria’s reign. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know why certain people acted as they did in history. 

Children know why certain events happened as they did in 

history. 

Children know about famous figures from historical periods 

taught. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know that how we make decisions has been through 

a parliament for some time. 

Children can explain beliefs and attitudes in terms of why peo-

ple might have had those ideas. They show real sense of peri-

od in an abstract way. 

Children can identify differences between versions of the same 

event. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children are able to see two sides of a question and can 

offer arguments on both sides. 

Children’s ideas are beginning to have some shape and 

they can provide supporting evidence for statements made.  

Children know how to use various sources to piece together 

information about a period in history. 

Children select and organise relevant historical information 

writing in explanatory mode, rather than descriptive but this 

tends to be mainly lists or unlinked ideas. 

Children see that there are often different interpretations 

and we may have more than one version because the gaps 

in the evidence are so large they have to be filled by imagi-

native reconstruction.  

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to identify and explain their understand-

ing of propaganda.  

When appropriate, children see the need to refer to dates 

and to see importance of lengths of time e.g. when describ-

ing causes. 

Children know how to research more than one version of an 

event and say how they differ. Giving more than one reason 

to support an historical argument. 



 

 

Lilac Class - Spring 1 

Enquiry Question - Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to describe events from the past using dates 

when they happened. 

Children know how to describe events and talk about periods 

using the words: ancient and century. 

Children know how to use a timeline to describe a specific time 

and events from the past using dates, duration and intervals for 

when things happened. 

Children know how Britain changed from one period of history to 

the end of another e.g. The Iron Age to the end of the Roman 

occupation  

Children know how to recognise and quantify the different time 

periods that exists between different groups that invaded Britain. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to securely use words which mark the pass-

ing of time: AD, BC, century, ancient etc. 

Children know how to draw a timeline (including centuries) with 

different time periods outlined which show different information, 

such as, periods of history, when famous people lived, etc. 

Children know how to make links between three periods of histo-

ry, comparing, spotting similarities and differences.  

Children know how to use dates and historical language in their 

work using more sophisticated time markers within, as well as 

between periods, e.g. at the start of Victoria’s reign. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know that Britain has been invaded by different 

groups over time. 

Children know that invaders in the past would have fought 

fiercely, using hand to hand combat and how there would have 

been resistance against invasions. 

Children know why certain people acted as they did in history. 

Children know why certain events happened as they did in 

history. 

Children know how events from the past have helped shape 

our lives. 

Children know why Britain would have been an important 

country to have invaded and conquered  

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know that wars have happened for a very long time 

ago and it is often associated with invasion, conquering or 

religious differences. 

Children know how people who lived in the past cooked and 

travelled differently and used different weapons from ours. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to identify similarities and differences 

between two periods in history through researching events 

and saying how they differ. 

Children’s ideas are beginning to have some shape and 

they can provide supporting evidence for statements made.  

Children know how to use various sources to piece together 

information about a period in history. 

Children select and organise relevant historical information 

writing in explanatory mode, rather than descriptive but this 

tends to be mainly lists or unlinked ideas. 

Children see that there are often different interpretations 

and we may have more than one version because the gaps 

in the evidence are so large they have to be filled by imagi-

native reconstruction.  

Year 5 Expectations: 

When appropriate, children see the need to refer to dates 

and to see importance of lengths of time e.g. when describ-

ing causes. 

Children know how to research more than one version of an 

event and say how they differ. Giving more than one reason 

to support an historical argument. 



 

 

Lilac Class - Spring 2 

Enquiry Question - How can we re-discover ancient Egypt? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to describe events from the past using 

dates when they happened. 

Children know how to describe events and talk about periods 

using the words: ancient and century. 

Children know how to use a timeline to describe a specific 

time and events from the past using dates, duration and inter-

vals for when things happened. 

Children know how to confidently spot major anachronisms 

from most periods studies compared with today.  

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to securely use words which mark the 

passing of time: AD, BC, century, ancient, etc. 

Children know how to draw a timeline (including centuries) 

with different time periods outlined which show different infor-

mation, such as, periods of history, when famous people 

lived, etc. 

Children know that Ancient means thousands of years ago. 

Children know how to make links between three periods of 

history, comparing, spotting similarities and differences.  

Children know how to use dates and historical language in 

their work using more sophisticated time markers within, as 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know why certain events happened as they did in 

history. 

Children know why certain people acted as they did in history. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how people who lived in the past cooked and 

travelled differently and used different weapons from ours. 

Children know about the impact that the ancient civilizations 

had on the world. 

Year 4 Expectations: 

Children know how to identify similarities and differences 

between two periods in history through researching events 

and saying how they differ. 

 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how items found belonging to the past are 

helping us to build up an accurate picture of how people 

lived in the past. 



 

 

Turquoise Class Enquiry Questions & Weekly Questions 
Autumn 2 Spring 1 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history beyond 1066. 
A Non-European society that provides 

contrasts with British history. 

How did Great Britain stand firm against the German threat? 
Who were the Mayans and what can we 

learn from them? 

Key Questions Key Questions 

Why did Britain have to go to war in 1939? 

Why was it necessary for children to be evacuated and what was evacua-

tion really like? 

How was Britain able to stand firm against the German threat? 

How did the people manage to carry on normal life during the war and 

how do we know? 

Why is it so difficult to be sure what life on the Home Front was really 

like? 

What was VE day really like? 

How were individual families living on the Home Front affected by the 

war? 

Why study the Maya? 

Why did the Mayan empire grow and how 

did they become so significant? 

What was life like for the Maya and how 

did it differ from British life at the same 

time? 

How did the Maya worship and is it simi-

lar/different to other civilisations we have 

studied? 

How and why did the Mayan empire de-

cline so quickly? 

Autumn 1 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 

Confessor 

Overview Unit Start: The Anglo Saxons 

Were the Vikings always so Vicious and Victo-

rious? 

Key Questions 

Who were the Vikings and what images do we 

have of them? 

Why did the Vikings gain such a bad reputation? 

How did the Vikings try to take over the country 

and how close did they get? 

How have recent excavations changed our view 

of the Vikings? 

What can we learn about Viking settlement from a 

study of place name endings? 

Raiders or settlers: How should we remember the 

Vikings from what we know and what is still 

around us? 

 

Overview Unit Start Question 

Who were The Anglo-Saxons? 

Summer 1 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history beyond 1066. 

Why should Britain be ashamed of slavery? 

Key Questions 

What was the slave trade and what was this like in Britain? 

What was life like on board a transportation ship? 

What were the slave auctions like and what role did Britain play 

in these? 

What did it feel like to be a slave on the duties and plantations? 

How did the cotton slave trade directly link to the industry in Brit-

ain? 

How long did the slave trade last for and when were the signifi-

cant turning points? 

Has the slave trade ended? A look at modern slavery. 



 

 

Turquoise Class - Autumn 1 

Enquiry Question - Were the Vikings always so Vicious and Victorious? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to securely use words which mark the 

passing of time: AD, BC, century, Roman, ancient, duration, 

chronology etc. 

Children know how to draw a timeline (including centuries) 

with different time periods outlined which show different infor-

mation, such as, periods of history, when famous people 

lived, etc. 

Children know how to use dates and historical language in 

their work using more sophisticated time markers within, as 

well as between periods, e.g. at the start of Victoria’s reign. 

Children know how to make links between three periods of 

history, comparing, spotting similarities and differences.  

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to place features of historical events and 

people from past societies and periods in a chronological 

framework and on a timeline outlining the development of 

specific features, such as medicine; weaponry; transport, etc. 

Children know how to use dates and specific terms confident-

ly to establish period detail e.g. when referring to the out-

break of war in 1939. 

Children confidently note connections, contrasts and trends 

over time. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know that wars have happened for a very long time 

ago and it is often associated with invasion, conquering or 

religious differences. 

Children know how people who lived in the past cooked and 

travelled differently and used different weapons from ours. 

Children can identify differences between versions of the same 

event. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to summarise the main events from a spe-

cific period in history, explaining the order in which key events 

happened. 

Children know that significant events in history have helped 

shape the country we have today. 

Children know how to recognise and describe differences and 

similarities/ changes and continuity between different periods 

of history. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how items found belonging to the past are 

helping us to build up an accurate picture of how people 

lived in the past. 

When appropriate, children see the need to refer to dates 

and to see importance of lengths of time e.g. when describ-

ing causes. 

Children know how to communicate knowledge and under-

standing orally and in writing and offer points of view based 

upon what they have found out. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how historical artefacts have helped us un-

derstand more about British lives in the present and past. 

Children know how to test out a hypothesis in order to an-

swer a question. 

Children use a range of reliable sources to find out about an 

aspect of time past and recognise primary and secondary 

sources. 

Children bring knowledge gathered from several sources 

together in a fluent account. 



 

 

Turquoise Class - Autumn 2 

Enquiry Question - How did Great Britain stand firm against the German threat? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to securely use words which mark the passing of 

time: AD, BC, century, ancient, duration etc. 

Children know how to draw a timeline (including centuries) with 

different time periods outlined which show different information, 

such as, periods of history, when famous people lived, etc. 

Children know how to use dates and historical language in their 

work using more sophisticated time markers within, as well as be-

tween periods, e.g. at the start of Victoria’s reign. 

Children know how to build up a picture of what main events hap-

pened in Britain/ the world during different centuries.  

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to place features of historical events and people 

from past societies and periods in a chronological framework and on 

a timeline outlining the development of specific features, such as 

medicine; weaponry; transport, etc. 

Children know how to use dates and specific terms confidently to 

establish period detail. 

Children can successfully match iconic images to each of the peri-

ods studied, spotting major anachronisms. 

Children have a sense of period and understand what’s special and 

distinctive about a period of history, not just simply what happened 

during that period. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know that wars have happened for a very long time ago and 

it is often associated with invasion, conquering or religious differ-

ences. 

Children know that how we make decisions has been through a par-

liament for some time. 

Children can explain beliefs and attitudes in terms of why people 

might have had those ideas. They show real sense of period in an 

abstract way. 

Children can identify differences between versions of the same event. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to summarise the main events from a specific 

period in history, explaining the order in which key events happened. 

Children know the role that Britain has had in spreading Christian 

values across the world. 

Children know that significant events in history have helped shape the 

country we have today. 

Children know how Britain has had a major influence on world history. 

Children are able to describe and explain ways of life at different lev-

els of society and understand that people would have different out-

looks on life depending on their social standing. 

They instinctively avoid sweeping generalization saying instead, it all 

depends on who you were, what position you had in society.  

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to research more than one version of an event 

and say how they differ. Giving more than one reason to support 

an historical argument. 

Children know how to identify and explain their understanding of 

propaganda. 

When appropriate, children see the need to refer to dates and to 

see importance of lengths of time e.g. when describing causes. 

Children know how to communicate knowledge and understanding 

orally and in writing and offer points of view based upon what they 

have found out. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children can look at more than one version and say how the au-

thor may be attempting to persuade or give a specific viewpoint.# 

Children know how historical artefacts have helped us understand 

more about British lives in the present and past. 

Children know how to test out a hypothesis in order to answer a 

question. 

Children use a range of reliable sources to find out about an as-

pect of time past and recognise primary and secondary sources. 

Children bring knowledge gathered from several sources together 

in a fluent account. 



 

 

Turquoise Class - Spring 1 

Enquiry Question - Who were the Mayans and what can we learn from them? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to securely use words which mark the 

passing of time: AD, BC, century, ancient etc. 

Children know how to draw a timeline (including centuries) 

with different time periods outlined which show different infor-

mation, such as, periods of history, when famous people 

lived, etc. 

Children know how to use dates and historical language in 

their work using more sophisticated time markers within, as 

well as between periods, e.g. at the start of Victoria’s reign. 

Children know that Ancient means thousands of years ago. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to place features of historical events and 

people from past societies and periods in a chronological 

framework and on a timeline outlining the development of 

specific features, such as medicine; weaponry; transport, etc. 

Children know how to use dates and specific terms confident-

ly to establish period detail. 

Children know that some ancient civilizations showed greater 

advancements than people who lived centuries after them.  

Children have a sense of period and understand what’s spe-

cial and distinctive about a period of history, not just simply 

what happened during that period. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how people who lived in the past cooked and 

travelled differently and used different weapons from ours. 

Children know about the impact that the ancient civilizations 

had on the world. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know what Britain may have learnt from other coun-

tries and civilizations through time gone by and more recently. 

Children know about the impact that the ancient civilizations 

had on the world. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how items found belonging to the past are 

helping us to build up an accurate picture of how people 

lived in the past. 

When appropriate, children see the need to refer to dates 

and to see importance of lengths of time e.g. when describ-

ing causes. 

Children know how to communicate knowledge and under-

standing orally and in writing and offer points of view based 

upon what they have found out. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to test out a hypothesis in order to an-

swer a question. 

Children use a range of reliable sources to find out about an 

aspect of time past and recognise primary and secondary 

sources. 

Children bring knowledge gathered from several sources 

together in a fluent account. 



 

 

Turquoise Class - Summer 1 

Enquiry Question - Why should Britain be ashamed of slavery? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to securely use words which mark 

the passing of time: AD, BC, century, ancient etc. 

Children know how to draw a timeline (including centu-

ries) with different time periods outlined which show 

different information, such as, periods of history, when 

famous people lived, etc. 

Children know how to build up a picture of what main 

events happened in Britain/ the world during different 

centuries.  

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to place features of historical 

events and people from past societies and periods in a 

chronological framework and on a timeline outlining the 

development of specific features, such as medicine; 

weaponry; transport, etc. 

Children have a sense of period and understand what’s 

special and distinctive about a period of history, not just 

simply what happened during that period. 

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know that how we make decisions has been 

through a parliament for some time. 

Children can explain beliefs and attitudes in terms of 

why people might have had those ideas. They show real 

sense of period in an abstract way. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to summarise the main events from 

a specific period in history, explaining the order in which 

key events happened. 

Children know the role that Britain has had in spreading 

Christian values across the world. 

Children know that significant events in history have 

helped shape the country we have today. 

Children are able to describe and explain ways of life at 

different levels of society and understand that people 

would have different outlooks on life depending on their 

social standing. 

They instinctively avoid sweeping generalization saying 

instead, it all depends on who you were, what position 

you had in society.  

Year 5 Expectations: 

Children know how to research more than one version 

of an event and say how they differ. Giving more than 

one reason to support an historical argument. 

Children know how to communicate knowledge and 

understanding orally and in writing and offer points of 

view based upon what they have found out. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children can look at more than one version and say 

how the author may be attempting to persuade or give 

a specific viewpoint. 

Children are able to describe and explain ways of life 

at different levels of society and understand that peo-

ple would have different outlooks on life depending on 

their social standing. They instinctively avoid sweep-

ing generalization saying instead, it all depends on 

who you were, what position you had in society. 



 

 

Purple Class Enquiry Questions & Weekly Questions 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 2 

Overview of Romans to Vikings 

(Chronological understanding) 

 

A Non-European society that provides contrasts 

with British history. 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history 

beyond 1066. 

What if Great Britain had never been invad-

ed?  

Why was the Islamic Civilization around AD900 

known as ‘The Golden Age’? 

How has crime and punishment changed over 

the years? 

Key Questions Key Questions Key Questions 

Can I plan timeline to show the chronology of Ro-

mans to Vikings? 

Why did the Romans invade England, what impact 

did this have and why did they leave? 

Why did the Anglo Saxons invade England, what 

impact did this have and why did they leave? 

Why did the Vikings invade England, what impact 

did this have and why did they leave? 

Who does the evidence suggest was the most vic-

torious of all invaders?  

Can I find out about Baghdad’s role in the early Islamic 

Civilisation? 

Can I find out about the House of Wisdom and how it be-

came a centre for learning? 

Can I explain some of the significant discoveries and stud-

ies which were led by early Islamic scholars and evaluate 

the impact they made to the wider world? 

Can I describe who Muhammad is, how the first caliphate 

came to be formed and explain the roles and responsibili-

ties of a caliph? 

Can I identify and talk about different forms of Islamic art 

and create my own geometric pattern based on traditional 

techniques? 

Can I identify reasons why the early Islamic civilisation 

became a major power, know about the Silk Road trade 

route and the items offered for trade and be able to de-

scribe the methods used by early Islamic chemists when 

making perfume? 

How do we know what punishment was like 800 years 

ago? 

What does the legend of Robin Hood tell us about medi-

eval justice? 

How did crimes and punishments change between 1500 

and 1750? 

Why did punishments become so bloody in the 18th 

Century? 

Why did so much change happen in crime and punish-

ment during the 19th century? 

Has the way we catch and punish criminals improved in 

the last 100 years? 

 

 



 

 

Purple Class - Autumn 1 

Enquiry Question - What if Great Britain had never been invaded?  

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to place features of historical 

events and people from past societies and periods 

in a chronological framework and on a timeline 

outlining the development of specific features, 

such as medicine; weaponry; transport, etc. 

Children know how to use dates and specific 

terms confidently to establish period detail e.g. 

when referring to the outbreak of war in 1939. 

Children have a sense of period and understand 

what’s special and distinctive about a period of 

history, not just simply what happened during that 

period. 

Children can successfully match iconic images to 

each of the periods studied, spotting major anach-

ronisms. 

Children confidently note connections, contrasts 

and trends over time. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know the role that Britain has had in 

spreading Christian values across the world. 

Children know how to  summarise the main events 

from a specific period in history, explaining the or-

der in which key events happened. 

Children know that significant events in history 

have helped shape the country we have today. 

Children know how Britain has had a major influ-

ence on world history. 

Children know what Britain may have learnt from 

other countries and civilizations through time gone 

by and more recently. 

Children know how to describe features of histori-

cal events and people from past societies and peri-

ods they have studied. 

Children know how to recognise and describe dif-

ferences and similarities/ changes and continuity 

between different periods of history. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to test out a hypothesis in 

order to answer a question. 

Children know how historical artefacts have 

helped us understand more about British lives in 

the present and past. 

Children use a range of reliable sources to find 

out about an aspect of time past and recognise 

primary and secondary sources. 

Children bring knowledge gathered from several 

sources together in a fluent account. 

Children can look at more than one version and 

say how the author may be attempting to per-

suade or give a specific viewpoint. 



 

 

Purple Class - Autumn 2 

Enquiry Question - Why was the Islamic Civilization around AD900 known as 

‘The Golden Age’? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to place features of historical 

events and people from past societies and periods in 

a chronological framework and on a timeline outlin-

ing the development of specific features, such as 

medicine; weaponry; transport, etc. 

Children know how to use dates and specific terms 

confidently to establish period detail e.g. when refer-

ring to the outbreak of war in 1939. 

Children have a sense of period and understand 

what’s special and distinctive about a period of histo-

ry, not just simply what happened during that period. 

Children can successfully match iconic images to 

each of the periods studied, spotting major anachro-

nisms. 

Children confidently note connections, contrasts and 

trends over time. 

Children know that some ancient civilizations 

showed greater advancements than people who 

lived centuries after them.  

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know about the impact that the ancient civili-

zations had on the world. 

Children know how to  summarise the main events 

from a specific period in history, explaining the order 

in which key events happened. 

Children know what Britain may have learnt from oth-

er countries and civilizations through time gone by 

and more recently. 

Children know how to describe features of historical 

events and people from past societies and periods 

they have studied. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to test out a hypothesis in order 

to answer a question. 

Children know how historical artefacts have helped 

us understand more about British lives in the pre-

sent and past. 

Children use a range of reliable sources to find out 

about an aspect of time past and recognise primary 

and secondary sources. 

Children bring knowledge gathered from several 

sources together in a fluent account. 

Children can look at more than one version and say 

how the author may be attempting to persuade or 

give a specific viewpoint. 



 

 

Purple Class - Spring 2 

Enquiry Question - How has crime and punishment changed over the years? 

Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 

Chronological Understanding  Knowledge and Interpretation  Historical Enquiry   

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how to place features of historical 

events and people from past societies and periods 

in a chronological framework and on a timeline 

outlining the development of specific features, 

such as medicine; weaponry; transport, etc. 

Children know how to use dates and specific 

terms confidently to establish period detail e.g. 

when referring to the outbreak of war in 1939. 

Children have a sense of period and understand 

what’s special and distinctive about a period of 

history, not just simply what happened during that 

period. 

Children can successfully match iconic images to 

each of the periods studied, spotting major anach-

ronisms. 

Children confidently note connections, contrasts 

and trends over time. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know the role that Britain has had in 

spreading Christian values across the world. 

Children know how to  summarise the main events 

from a specific period in history, explaining the or-

der in which key events happened. 

Children know that significant events in history 

have helped shape the country we have today. 

Children know how Britain has had a major influ-

ence on world history. 

Children know what Britain may have learnt from 

other countries and civilizations through time gone 

by and more recently. 

Children know how to describe features of histori-

cal events and people from past societies and peri-

ods they have studied. 

Children know how to recognise and describe dif-

ferences and similarities/ changes and continuity 

between different periods of history. 

Year 6 Expectations: 

Children know how historical artefacts have helped 

us understand more about British lives in the pre-

sent and past. 

Children use a range of reliable sources to find out 

about an aspect of time past and recognise primary 

and secondary sources. 

Children bring knowledge gathered from several 

sources together in a fluent account. 

Children can look at more than one version and say 

how the author may be attempting to persuade or 

give a specific viewpoint. 



 

 

Concepts Coverage 

Core Concepts Definition Times Explored 

Empire A group of nations or people under one ruler or government. 14 

Invasion 
To enter a country or group’s land as an enemy, by force, in 

order to conquer or plunder. 
6 

Rebellion 
An armed fight or uprising against the rulers of the area that 

one lives within. 
5 

Civilisation The society, culture, and way of life of a particular area.  6 

Parliament/Democracy 
An assembly of people who deal with matters of state and 

law.  
12 

Ancient Belonging to the very distant past and no longer in existence.  3 

Exploration 
Travelling across or through something to discover new plac-

es. 
7 

Cultural Change 
Changes to the way that a society or culture is run, how it 

functions or is governed. 
24 

Crime and Punishment 
Laws and subsequent actions for those that do not follow set 

rules. 
6 

Technological Advancements 
Changes in technology over time within a specific society or 

civilisation. 
16 



 

 

Yellow Class - Concepts Coverage 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Yellow Class 

Spring 1 
Who were Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Yellow Class 

Spring 2 
Would my Great Grandparents play with toys like mine? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Yellow Class 

Summer 2 
How did Queen Elizabeth II keep herself busy for over 90 years? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-



 

 

Green Class - Concepts Coverage 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Green Class 

Spring 1 
Why did the Wright Brother and Amy Johnson take to the sky? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Green Class 

Summer 1 

What was it like to live under the rule of Queen Elizabeth II? Would I like to have lived under the 

rule of Queen Elizabeth I?  

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Green Class 

Summer 2 
What was The Great Fire of London and why did it spread so quickly?  

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-



 

 

Blue Class - Concepts Coverage 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Blue Class 

Autumn 2 
What was the Titanic and why was it so important? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Blue Class 

Spring 1 
What was so important about Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus’ journeys? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Blue Class 

Spring 2 
What is our school made of? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-



 

 

Orange Class - Concepts Coverage 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Orange Class 

Autumn 1 
What were the changes in Britain from The Stone Age to The Iron Age? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Orange Class 

Spring 1 
What can I rediscover about Ancient Greece? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Orange Class 

Summer 1 
How did the Victorian period change Oldham and what does this mean for me? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-



 

 

Lime Class - Concepts Coverage 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Lime Class 

Spring 1 
Why were the Romans so powerful and what did we learn from them?  

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Lime Class 

Summer 1 
Who were the founding fathers of our school and how is their vision still alive today? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Lime Class 

Summer 2 
Who were the early lawmakers? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-



 

 

Lilac Class - Concepts Coverage 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Lilac Class 

Autumn 2 
Why should gunpowder, treason and plot never be forgotten?  

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Lilac Class 

Spring 1 
Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Lilac Class 

Spring 2 
How can we re-discover ancient Egypt? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-



 

 

Turquoise Class - Concepts Coverage 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Turquoise Class Were the Vikings always so Vicious and Victorious?  

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration Cultural Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technological 

Advancements 

Turquoise Class How did Great Britain stand firm against the German threat? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration Cultural Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technological 

Advancements 

Turquoise Class Who were the Mayans and what can we learn from them? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration Cultural Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technological 

Advancements 

Turquoise Class Why should Britain be ashamed of slavery? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration Cultural Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technological 

Advancements 



 

 

Purple Class - Concepts Coverage 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Purple Class 

Autumn 1 
What if Great Britain had never been invaded? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Purple Class 

Autumn 2 
Why was the Islamic Civilization around AD900 known as ‘The Golden Age’? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-

Purple Class 

Spring 2 
How has crime and punishment changed over the years? 

Empire Invasion Rebellion Civilisation 
Parliament/

Democracy 
Ancient Exploration 

Cultural 

Change 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Technologi-

cal Advance-



  

  Knowledge Organisers 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


